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Rivormist Riesling.

The elegant 2005 Smith
Cullam Shiraz

FRANKLAND ESTATE WINE DINNER

Olympian moments at China House

he Oriental’'s China House stands apa
I hotel in a converted colonial-style house renovated
st year o stunning ofect. Shanghai 193 i the
theme, with contemporary Chinese decor blended with
art deca. The atmosphere is mysterious and exotic. The
dining ih
v afred |

wms ﬂam the ceiling
| cave with red walls

e inese mura alligraph
decoratedwith puan chompos ﬂnw(-r‘
table was laid for 1

like miniature

optatheme, they'll o node
spicious, BE0B opening date of the Games was
expressed as a Chinese banquet of eight courses paired
w Beijing, the proceedings
wh day of

the eighth year of the century.

The wines were from Frankland Estate in Western
. The estate, ina wle area far from industrial

insion, wasfounded by Bari Smith andJudy Culam

ars ago — in ‘88, of course, and the wi

esantar thargy dity and their compatibility with

Chinese food.

‘I'I\v first w. crisp, refreshing riesling blend, 2006

mist Riesling. with a stony, mincral nose. floral and

citrusy on the pala and

Austr

Every item on the menu ha . and
this one was the Five symnols u..A Tiv E)Iynqm' rings.
their colours and the ma 4 made matching
mascots of their owi

“The blue one

tao,
TenBen, the water element repre-
nting dreams and the imagination.” said Benjawan.
And this red one is Janjan, a friendly lion who seems to
have 4 wine glass in his hand.”

i of the menu shows two Chinese friends of
indeterminate age siting with their fect on  able, one
holdinga, fhere’s an old Ch
that s Friendship s orever wih  gass o wine
said Benjawan, “Actual — but I cheated.

‘The five symbols on the |)Iql|- were shrimp ball with

in tofu skin, (\nlhul s with hone
curnin seared d Lk\m-r.mdntnllulh.nmhumlrm-srm!
Jly. Small, tsty parcels with many Navours, they were
nicely

 The secon

m the

BERMIE COOPER

ores of oary vanills on the pmm 1t was served w

Yunnan

ham, ;
“The Chinese characters for the d
proverb translated as*“A sty rabbit has three apenings o
its burrow.” It wasa fish course — a fillet of green wrasse
covered with freshly grated ginger paste wrapped in a
green, lotus leaf burrow. The dish was served with 2002
Isolation Ridge Riesli \Is rroqueumy hailed as
ane of the best Al jings ever. It is bright

gy and vi 1mlkmp]:lr.nln|~.<mdrmm al favours,
elegank and quile happy ik

rd course were a

imprassive wine dinner.

The roasi goose had gradualy
) lightness, and the

urse, ahalane with the
tion was the Five

wved from richness
ith the nex

rev
chalar's Four Jewels, whose
Tenets of Confuius. These,
justice,

B i
Thefirst appetiser roflecting the
fiveassential eloments in life.

and spice. mammg intense fruit and creamy texture,
subile savou touch of earthy
mscem of Burgundy. It successhully

Wak-baked rarl( of lamb marinated in Xinjiang spice
was an echo of the barbecued lamb with spices popular
in Xinjiang, northwestern Ch ang spices are led
by cumin and have dried chilli and pepper in the mix.

“There were lots of piquant flavours here, and a very
special wine to mingle with them. 2005 Smith Cully
Shiraz This was Hunter Smith’s tribute (o Barrie Smith
ind Judy C m who founded the win 2005
marked its first commercial release

An intense blend of 70 percent shiraz and 30 percent
cabernet sauvignon, it offered blackberries and violets
onthe nose, with layers of dense fruit flavours and notes
of whacco and cedar on the palate. The fruit was not
allowed t0 run riot: it was tightly structured but juicy.
coming, A terrific choice for a spicy lamb.

» and

Olmo’s Reward
uching Tiger, erisp

Frankland Estate’s eﬂig,\hlp\vm
with Hidden Dragon, Cro

The wine was nmlmd for the Californ: ticulturist,
Harold uhun.uhuvmsllu-ﬂmmrvmgmium immense
ankland River regi i
country. This tribute to his perspicacity is a ble i
Bordeau grapes: 40 percent each of merlot and cabernet
franc with some cabernet sauvignon, malbee and petit
G

wonderful, big. sensug
and s faltered. The
. exotic spice, chocolate and earthy note:

with ripe o

isdomand s A p y
showed up in 1 e, 2 pic
plummy, peppes m-m.mwn- o the Fore, \h\nkul
plei, sparked ith s of Viognier o if
the flavour of this rich and welcoming w
Hichness returne with “Never Give Uy
,m.mm i ezt wa s Puck bl In waditional

ul)l\.' Im:lh wi

fed rved ina clay
it a nice & with 2002 Isoltion

pot. w 3 i
which had its own e

daclean,cegant paiatewih ayers
choo

arand subtlevanilla. ) comples, cool climate

This is a wine that draws enthusiasm from all sides, a
phiraz focussed on .;,\.- red frus

the gmlﬂ
ves of flavour — tl\.uL curras
Ertlnr, 1obacco and v,

And 5o the opening ceremony a1 China umw on
August 8 drew to a close. In a day or two, on Sund
August 24, we shall be wate hm,,m-rm:mgrmumn
the Games in Beijing, and n four years'time we shallsee
the opening of the next on. London 2012

l||(|u-!;|m[ull\:nryl’mll'r,lh::m.'\gzr]salludymeg
mmn t create an Olympic environment that might

lling this one. Wh ,ulll-wuuslt‘lx

wl] Fin byve in mind for that?

|, smwoth, and velvety delivering
Iberry, phims,
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