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Artistic drive

Events organiser Benjawan Wisootsat takes a unique approach to
the arts in her work and in her life

i dhosess the recogndesd anistic

things like painting and caldng

phiotographs, but her drive as

an arlist extends 1o all the
elements groaped into the work she
dors a8 @ creator of events, fram
chessigringg sers and cosfumes b lakhe
SR A e arrangomer of Do,
Dol e gased char these are e gifla
that don't meels the delinidon of an
Individually, that may b e, bt
the art of Benjawan Wisootsat ks 1o
briregg theern adll sogether and make them
part of her desired concept.

Did you b Sy ambitics o be a skar
wihih you Wiy b ehild?

Moa @y all Whenover we did shaows
a sefwond | was happler paining the
siemery. My aspleniions wene abwmys
owards arn That was myy passion.
And | was wvery Independens. For
instanee, when | was 12, 1decided 1
wanied in make some money for the
hodidays. | was good at cooking, so
used o make cakes amd sell them in
the market. My father wasn't oo
Meased, though. He though |
sheouldn't be out there selling things
whien we had quite enough mo i al
honmee.

‘Whena did you g6 g art ichaal?

| idn’e. My fanily thaught it was
a-|||.i:|'..|_'|:'|,|:||:'w.;|.].'I:|;,-.'||'|'|.'L|I'..1I'|R_..‘|t'|||
it was — sl js — 0 they did ot
CrGUEARE e B that dinegcion,

Bait iy lile revalved around art
ars 1 kncw that somehsow Ud find 2
caneer that would allony mie o work
In some kind of artistic way while
makirg a living.

And you fowsd it?

it o, I 'd intenghesd 1o comtinme
stustyirg ans ound a par vime jobin
Bt holidays. | onjoved it so mmuch |
wwarsled 1o seay an full-gime, Lackily,
ghee figen wanved me 1o stay on, oo, o
WIS AN eVEnE IMARZETNENT OOm pany,
and as a production assistam ancd
Eader project manager | could wee the
possibilities i would open to me
wse my Emagination and whabever artisiic
akill | Bl This weould be abou 195k
EVET MARGEEETH wis & new rend ard
nheiy were heginning oo get @ bot of interes
fromn overseas conpemtions wanting to
stage events In Thallarsd. The company
thowght that | could handle tha. My Eng.
lish was an achantage, too. I'd never stud-
il abroad, but 1 went to Holy Infant
Jesa Schaonl whher we wene taught entindy
in English. S0 the coampary opensd a
Special Events Branch GF s

Thisy wni putling Bair iniad in somesna whs
was still very young, Did you justify thesr
cealidence?

I think so. | know | managed oo buld
o reputatéon for getting the job done on
time amd at short nolice. There was one
marketing manager with a big French
group wit knew hov | warked and waried
B Gnganise a fee-day e in Thailamd.
Hie asked the company for mo 1o hamsdle
B, That was Jan Garser, wish's sow my
Inisirtss parener. B when ho called them,
theesy noded buime 'l Bt

Benjmecan Wisooteat "y work allews me fo foliow my passkan for st "

Fou'd lelt?

They wanbed 1o Pl seEmMecne In e
overser my work. 1 would have (o relate
i hbm s well ms to the cléent amd 1diddn’
wwamt 0o wark like that. | den't think they
savw the potential of the idea ns cleardy as
I did. Bat eventually Fan foumd me and
asked me 16 take o the job. 18 was a big
o five dilferent com panies in Avedays
wilhh a pew thefe and & new sél ey
ahany. | eaoded hirn, 1 didmct have 2 company
Townrk widls G nd ERctomy to Bl ses
w0 B conild 1T He gave me o very simpde
aFvver: loemn i company yourscll, Sothat's
what | did.

And thad was Optimum 7
That waz Optimuam. | called it ghat

beecanse | wanted cients to know we woatk]
dieliver the best event with ibe best com-
pomenis inevery aspect. For inlemational
cormpanies it was still quite an adventune
tocome 1o Thailarsd arsd we had 1o con-
vimoe Eheen we could deliver what gy
venimied, without chels having o poto the
capease of Dringing oves thele own Crew

arl equipment. Which was what they
ususalily did.

Waatos't ikt diffcull in‘the early dipl T

Thizre wizs i bot of armdety aboul Comming
bere during the evemts ol 1992, lancalled
i Eram Eurogwe sayig e'd seem lehrage
al the violeoe an TN &nd s=kad iR
s sale o his peophe oo hosd thear gxhi-
hicing biere. | old ki they should come,
We wouldn' bet theen divam.

And bew did the 1397 economic dewntum
wtlect you?

We manzged to get by because there
are alwanys compensations. [f things were
tight for us here, coming to Thailand haxd
an added value for overseas dients. And
it timees when they are reluctant to come,
we hanve many goad deenestic clients. We'd
promised 10 keep our #all on full pay
Ehecughs e bad days, and we wine able
b 3 that, 've abways aperabes on tmisy
— deliver on time, | pay on time, and
poophe trent e the same way, Unfostun-
nnedy, though, it doese’t nbamys waork out

B R Rl

Lk i,

I get irvisated when people iy 1o
Bingain doawd the piriie as il the whale
a8 ro et somcthing as cheap as
passile, Whiat e dis canieot be ok
hiea pdv;: amd 1o il everyisng yosi've
o intoe s peopect then hear them el
youa they haven's got the budget and
can we cut the prbce = [t demicans
thewark you've done and the Imagin:
ation and crestivity you've pu indo
L.

What project has Optimum worced on

Thiere v one inin Phuloet imbarch
that I'ma proud of. 1"d metihe director
general of TCER, the Thailand Con-
vention and Exhibition Board, when
we did a show in Melboarne, The
Becurd was anning 9 paran an o) -
Bition ar ovenseas 1avel pencs and
mivealia boshaoswe thoen thal the Andansan
resarts asd recavered from the dev-
asnationof the sunami and weee ready
1 wielemne VERIDOTS,

My vwns b e beedd i Phsket FantaSea
which is & bit like o fun park, so we
tearsformsed the interior oo give it a
suiinbly classical ook with atmos
phicric lghting. We took out the col-
oo Bghis and brought in G glas-
scs 10 hold candles, bong while
tnbilecioibes for table settings for § 000
dinner guests and boads of orchils,
Thee gucsits agpronad bed the soers walk-
ing along a deep carpet of Mowers,
miilliones of yellow petals with a pagnem
off rel amd yellone.

Biul thi dwbeti you o6 Srea't 2bways 10
ipectacular, o they?

Ma, right e wee'ro dolpg somse-
thing very dilferent, much smaller and
mnee exchushve, We're doing this with
Fin, the offshoot of Opikmuam | foan:
e with lan Ganser In J500% 've
nhemys been Bxscinated by wine and
the way it can add style bo an occasion.
Fin virses ane a limited collection from
bouthque wineres whose first conoem
iw quality and whase cwners want
Fheemm fo be dispkiyed ol in s s
prestigious plaes

Exviry i s 518 ciam umbgibe qrinlivys
ansl these will nefloos the quaalitees our
clients seek to pororay, with carefully chao-
sen food, design and simesphere. The
prajeet we neworking on today [sa dinner
with only 14 guests, with the German
Ambasssdor as guest of honour, to intro
duce thewines of Genmany"s mosd brillians
wiimeEmaker o Thailamd. 182 a contrast bo,
for example, the launch of a new fve-sar
Fobel, bt with the exclusive. individually
tailor-made expression hat Fin has
beconse known for,

Thizre iz one art you haven't mantiosed 13 far,
and thal's mudie, vowill youT

' ghae] youa saied char, Music is e
arca wivich is just now oooipving my
thosighas and yoa'll soen be sesing and
larivgg divchopamenis s musical dieee-
B0 i Cipeirsum and Fim. Alter all, wearne
still & young company. Fifteen years is
et @ long time and there |s so much
muee 1o do, We silll have a long and

eueiting jounmey belone us



